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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BAMAKO 02778 I4I543Z 

ACTION SCS-06 


INFO OCT-OI AF-IO ISO-00 /017 W 

054073 I5I2I2Z/50 

R 14I126Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9729 


UNCLAS BAMAKO 2778 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CDES, ML 

SUBJ: SURVEY OF FUNERAL HOMES: DISPOSITION OF REMAINS REPORT 


REP: (A) 76 STATE A-1230, (B) 77 BAMAKO 2578 

1 . THE FOLLOWING ARE THE CURRENT COSTS OF DEATH-RELATED 
SERVICES IN BAMAKO, MALI: 

A. LOCAL BURIAL: $325 

B. CREMATION AND LOCAL BURIAL: NOT AVAILABLE. 


C. CREMATION AND SHIPMENT BY AIR TO THE UNITED STATES: 
NOT AVAILABLE. 


D. PREPARATION AND SHIPMENT OF WHOLE REMAINS BY AIR TO 
THE UNITED STATES: PREPARATION APPROXIMATELY $180, 

COFFIN AND SHIPPING CONTAINER $522, AIR PREIGHT 
BKO/JPK $5.53/LB., BKO/CHI $5.99/LB., BKO/LAX $6.30/LB. 

WERE DEATH TO OCCUR OUTSIDE BAMAKO, PREIGHT COSTS OF UP TO 
$0.62/LB. PLUS UNKNOWN PREPARATION EXPENSES WOULD ADDITIONALLY 
BE REQUIRED TO BRING THE BODY TO BAMAKO POR FINAL 
PREPARATION AND ONWARD SHIPMENT. ACCORDING TO UTA 
AND AIR MALI REPRESENTATIVES HERE, MINIMUM WEIGHT 
CHARGEABLE FOR A COFFIN AND CORPSE IS 440 POUNDS; 

THUS, MINIMUM CHARGE BKO-JFK IS $2433,20, BKO-CHI 
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PAGE 02 BAMAKO 02778 141543Z 

$2635.60, BKO-LAX $2772, IN-COUNTRY AIR FREIGHT 

AT RATE GIVEN ABOVE WOULD BE MINIMUM $272.80. EXCHANGE 

RATE: $1.00 EQUALS MF 460. 

2. EMBALMING IS NOT AVAILABLE IN BAMAKO, AND THERE ARE 
NO FUNERAL HOMES. PREPARATION OF BODIES FOR SHIPMENT 
WOULD BE CARRIED OUT AT THE LOCAL HOSPITAL ON AN AD HOC 
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BASIS, AND THE COST WOULD BE DETERMINED BY THE COST 
OE CHEMICALS PLUS THE EEE CHARGED BY THE DOCTOR EOR 
THE SERVICE. PRICE OF $180 GIVEN ABOVE MUST THEREEORE 
ONLY BE TAKEN AS AN APPROXIMATION. DUE TO THE CRUDITY 
OE PREPARATION METHODS, BODY WOULD NOT BE SUITABLE 
EOR VIEWING. 

BYRNE 
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